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The Art Issue

andiencs was hanned from climbing inside the
metniation, as the smoke machine repeated!y
st off thee Fre aliem

In 2007 Cheung v enyvibed to be one of
three artests to represent Hong Fong ot the
Venaoe Bunnale in the Marmam Ford-cumted
show Slar Ferry, Cheung created Deuels
Aidpocaie; A Seag and a Lardseape, an
installatiom of frozen soulptuins aof dderdy
beings saspended i Plexiglass balla. The balks
are slowly turned i o Ferris wheed illuminated
tn the darlmess of o refrgerided et locker,
“Tr was afout @ desine fo preserve our RiSory,
garys Cheumg. “Are you just going o unplug it?
How da we preserve something so vulnerable®”

She professes 1o be conoermed with the
darker aspects ol the city, 1 think Hong
Kong is a city of conirasis. [f s 2 beautiful

“It was about a desire to
preserve our history”

{acade b there are some not 50 Moce thirgs
happening underneath.” In 2005 she oreated
Toory Parables amid an Ammesioc’s Shin, a
honte made from reflective glizs that was
slaged i (hee Cattle Depot. Dunng the cay the
ghiss was reflective, eo passershy could not
g 1. Fanl with the wilight the plhass reversed
sind ihe imeyge of the ariist hang on g bed was
revended. Tiv add to the drama Cheung wore a
besaest-lilkes avsaak, =T lived there for Shree dave.”
she explains. T had been nspired by The
Portrait of Dorian Gray. Walking through
Contral | was wondering how mamy bessts are
theme? They diess well i suits, but inside they
may be boasts”

Latsct Saspeer (Lop) amd Cpmversaon of Monkey hing

Chow Chun Fd

Chowe Chun Fai is:an artst wheese star 266
the rize, He hoss been ane of thee ring:lewders
of the Fotanian movement, milying the artizts
of the Fo Tan aris commumaty orgminsing
thier arneiald open deys sinoe 2003, Thes yeu
Chow i3 no loager just a local lad, hes gone
regional, and has twin sodios in Hong kong
and Beifing now farms an axis of thnlling
ereativity. Having been picked up by Hong
Kiemp's acclaimed Hanart T2 Gallery, the artst
t5 aoually rmning oul of paintings o foel
the growing demand for his worle. “1 suddenly

| hawe pwn shows at the same me,” he says.
| I have done some shows m Eunope befors

beut this vesar I'm having more importams,
sl ehowe.”

Chaere creies fooite witks that merge
mediums ~ he paints scenes from Horg
Bl enicwies, videos his pamsings and
mikes photographic mstalbtions bised on
Rermissmee paintings. ~The jumg from media
to ek 18 what Tm worling at,” be explaines,
He is perhaps best known for ns pamtmgs
of srills of Chinete movies Bendering the
imiskgres i thick enamed pannd, the subtitles
imply themes of Hong Kong's bybnd identity:
O pairting titled Mt of Fiory, 1997, We
e Ll depacts & soene from Stephen
Chow's film with a scene of Hong Kong pohioe
fncing gangsters. “T'm trying o capbure Hong
Kong fnom the movies. It shows inall the

Tee mepdiesm mastar o Chan Fa

wirka, Sormetimes [ show how Hoog Kong 15,
sormelimes how Homg Baong thanks.

It iz Chenw's recent Fensissance Series
that shewes the artists leapmg miednens yet
further, with impressive nesults. In Lol 5
Leonardo L Vinel's fifteenth oemiury ool §
adapted to photographa. Chow has Focreted
the classic wark 1 a kinge photographic work
vrith himself fignred 13 Gmes °I% = about (S
position of an artist in his work,” suggests
Chiowe. *From teme bo e artasts start to
clzappear from their work, maybe because
of the art market. [ winted toshow that the
mmportance of the artist, the creatoe,”

“I'm trying to capture
Hong Kong from
the movies”

Conrpersion of Meoskey Hengr 15 an equa
captivating work, a reworkong of Carivag
The Conpersron of 51 Pl Capturing the
mioment when Levite Saul is strack bland by
berilliant light and Ealks from his horse heans
Chirist’s voice — Chow bias replace] the hog
with & toy borse, and dressed hirnself 2 1
Membkey King, “Maybe it shows Hong huoog
cuture,” says Chin, 1 chose & European
classical pamting to tell a Chinese story,
Yist the Monkey King = alo in many Japa
stares. | wanbed to shiow how compdicated
the origin of koowledge s There are 5o
many perspeciives
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